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Movie Report 
Rob Henderson and Justin Pullins 

The movie at hand would be Eragon.  
This movie attracts viewers of all ages.  
The movie has a high overall review, 
but there were  those few who thought 
differently.  Jacob Waldrep felt that the 
movie didn’ t make an accurate 
depiction of the book.  Others thought 
that it could have been worse.  
However, we thought it was well played 
out but missing a few key parts, and it 
had an ending leaving room for more. 

Word from the Man 
Danny Stallings 

We’ve started a new semester!  Seniors, 
this is your last semester with us.  
Remember, when May arrives, you 
want to have no regrets, so work hard; 
stay organized; and stay focused.  You 
are responsible for you.  Make sure you 
shoulder that responsibility well. 
 
For the other students, you have a great 
deal to think about as well.  Are you 
doing your best each day?  It won’ t be 
long before your year is over and you’re 
moving to the next level.  As the 
commercial says, “Life comes at you 
fast.”   Make sure you’re ready to accept 
each day’s challenge. 
 

Year’s End 
Thoughts by Tubby Waldrep and Moe 
Cleghorn  

It always seems funny, when you are 
approaching a date that you are not 
ready for, how time seems to fly by.  It 
seems like just last week we were 
listening to Mr. Stallings at the 
“beginning of the year”  assembly.  Six 
months later, we are here, and 
graduation looks a lot closer this side of 
Christmas.  Before we know it, it will 
be May, and summer will be here.  It’s 
amazing how long it takes for three o’  
clock to arrive, but look at how quickly 
the days turn into months.  It’s 
important for us to make the most of the 
short time we have left, because it really 
is a short time. 
 

New Year’s Origins 
 
The tradition of the New Year©s 
Resolutions goes all the way back to 
153 B.C. Janus, a mythical king of early 
Rome was placed at the head of the 
calendar. 
 
With two faces, Janus could look back 
on past events and forward to the future. 
Janus became the ancient symbol for 
resolutions and many Romans looked 
for forgiveness from their enemies and 
also exchanged gifts before the 
beginning of each year.  
 
The New Year has not always begun on 
January 1, and it doesn©t begin on that 
date everywhere today. It begins on that 
date only for cultures that use a 365-day 
solar calendar. January 1 became the 
beginning of the New Year in 46 B.C., 
when Julius Caesar developed a 

calendar that would more accurately 
reflect the seasons than previous 
calendars had.  
 
The Romans named the first month of 
the year after Janus, the god of 
beginnings and the guardian of doors 
and entrances. He was always depicted 
with two faces, one on the front of his 
head and one on the back. Thus he 
could look backward and forward at the 
same time. At midnight on December 
31, the Romans imagined Janus looking 
back at the old year and forward to the 
new. The Romans began a tradition of 
exchanging gifts on New Year©s Eve by 
giving one another branches from 
sacred trees for good fortune. Later, 
nuts or coins imprinted with the god 
Janus became more common New 
Year©s gifts.  
 
In the Middle Ages, Christians changed 
New Year©s Day to December 25, the 
birth of Jesus. Then they changed it to 
March 25, a holiday called the 
Annunciation. In the sixteenth century, 
Pope Gregory XIII revised the Julian 
calendar, and the celebration of the New 
Year was returned to January 1. 
 
The Julian and Gregorian calendars are 
solar calendars. Some cultures have 
lunar calendars, however. A year in a 
lunar calendar is less than 365 days 
because the months are based on the 
phases of the moon. The Chinese use a 
lunar calendar. Their new year begins at 
the time of the first full moon (over the 
Far East) after the sun enters Aquarius- 
sometime between January 19 and 
February 21.  
 
Although the date for New Year©s Day 
is not the same in every culture, it is 
always a time for celebration and for 
customs to ensure good luck in the 
coming year.  

Gary Ryan Blair  is the inspiration 
behind the 10MillionResolutions.com 
phenomenon - 
www.10MillionResolutions.com 
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Basketball Schedule 
Varsity Schedule 

Thur., Jan. 25th-Sat., Jan 27th—County 
Tournaments at Lynn 
Tues., Jan. 30th @ Phillips @ 5:00 
Thur., Feb. 1st @ Oakman @ 5:00 
Fri., Feb. 2nd @ Cordova @ 5:00 
Feb. 9th-12th Area Tourn. TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Honors and 
Recognition 
 
The following seniors have been 
awarded scholarships and deserve 
recognition for their achievements: 
 
Elizabeth Culver  has been awarded a 
Green and Gold Scholarship to UAB 
valued at $26,000. 
 
Zach Cleghorn has been awarded a 
Performing Arts Scholarship to UAB 
valued at $10,000.  
 
 
 

At left: The Junior High Girls’  Team 
after winning the Sumiton Christian 
Academy Christmas Tournament.  Team 
members are Danielle Gibson, Anna 
Mauldin, Mackenzie Pepper, Hannah 
Denson, Savannah Johnson, Kayli 
Downs, Macayla Beck, Sara Farley, 
and Audrey Yocom.  Not shown are 
Brooke McGaha and Alisha Barber.  
Katie Mauldin, Sarah Mauldin, and  
Ashley Calhoun are water girls.  The 
girls are coached by David Rice. 
 
Congratulations to the Junior High 
Boys’  Team for winning the county 
championship!  Congratulations to the 
Junior High Girls’  Team for placing 2nd 
in the county championships.  We are 
proud of you. 
 
Congratulations to the Meek Varsity 
Basketball Team for the county 
championship they will receive at the 
end of January. 
 

“ We are Winston County 
Basketball!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ter rance Cleghorn has been awarded a 
Trustee©s Scholarship to Freed-
Hardeman University valued at 
$47,500. 
 
Phalicia Moore of MHS has been 
awarded a Freshman Leadership 
Scholarship to Montevallo University 
valued at $18,000. 
 
Blayne Sinyard of MHS has been 
awarded the following scholarships: 
 
A University Scholars Award to UAB 
valued at $32,000. This award includes 
full tuition, $1,000 a year for books, and 
$2,000 a year for on-campus housing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Zach Cleghorn and 
Kella Jackson for being accepted to the 
Alabama Honor  Band and Auburn 
Honor  Band. 
 
Congratulations to the following band 
members for their achievement in 
Quad-County Honor  Band: 
 
Symphonic Band:  Kella Jackson, 1st 
chair; Sarah Tingle, 7th chair; Tiffany 
Marchman, 5th chair; Zach Cleghorn, 1st 
chair; Alisha Barber, 2nd chair; Jonathon 
Farley, 8th chair; Mariah Martinez, 3rd 
chair; Robin Hyche, 5th chair; Justin 
Harbison, 2nd chair; Josh Price, 1st chair 
 
Concert Band:  Paige Watkins, 3rd chair; 
Alex Gibson, 6th chair; Kristina Hood, 
16th chair; Audrey Yocom, 9th chair; 
Clay Ivey, 3rd chair; Scarlet Dickinson, 
1st chair 
 
All students who competed were 
accepted into the honor bands. 
 
 
An Academic Scholarship to the 
University of North Alabama valued at 
$8,000. 
 
A Spir it of Auburn University 
Scholarship valued at $6,000. 
 
A Capstone Scholar  Award to the 
University of Alabama valued at 
$5,000. 

Announcements 
 
January is School Board Member Appreciation Month. We would like to thank Mr. 
Ralph Williams for the outstanding job he does representing our school and 
community. We appreciate his hard work and concern for our students and 
employees.  
 
Football workouts have started from 3 to 4 P.M. Monday-Thursday.  
 
Baseball practice has also started.  Listen to the announcements for practice times. 
 
Yearbooks will be sold beginning in February. The price will be $35.00 or $40.00 
with name.  
 
Junior  and Senior  Science Olympiad teams will compete Saturday, March 3rd at 
the University of Alabama.  
 
The Winston County Chittlin Eaters Association presents the 48th annual Chittlin 
Supper  March 23rd starting at 5:00 p.m. and ending at 9:00 p.m. More information 
can be read at the official Winston County Chittlin Supper Web Site. 
 
Students:  All calls (not emergencies) made from an office phone will cost $.50. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School and 
Community Events 
 
Swamp John’s Dinner  
Ar ley First Baptist Church 
Fr iday, January 26th 
Plates are $8.00 and include a 
choice of fish, chicken, or shrimp 
and sides.  Come out and enjoy 
one! 
 
Picture Day 
Tuesday, February 6th 
Spring pictures, senior cap and 
gown pictures, friends group 
pictures, club group pictures, and 
basketball pictures will be made.  
Friends’  pictures will cost $8.00 
 
Torch Competition at Bevill 
State 
Fr iday, February 9th 

A group of Sophomores, Juniors, 
and Seniors will be competing at 
this event.  If you are interested 
in competing in an academic or 
performing arts division, see 
Mrs. Archer by January 24, 2007 
 
Presidents’  Day / Weather  Day 
(if needed) 
Monday, February 19th 
 
 
 


